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MoolaRaama is the name of Sri RaAma Devara Vigraha 
that was sculpted by Viswakarma, worshipped by Lord 
Brahma and passed on to Ikshvaku dynasty and down 
the line over a period of time. Later on it reached 
KalingaDesa by passage of time when it was procured 
by Madhva Saint Sri Narahari Theertharu as per the 
directions of Sri MadhvacharyaRu who also worshipped 
it and later on passed on to His successors. Finally, it 
reached Sri Raghavendra Swamy and is being 
worshipped even today at Mantralaya Sri Raghavendra 
Swamy Matha. 


History... 


These icons got through NaraharithirthaRu and 
worshipped by SriMadAcharya are very ancient, 
popularly known as “Chaturyugamurthis”. There are 
references about their glorious past in Vasishta 
Ramayana, Aadhyatma Ramayana and Markandeya 
Purana. Both of these icons are very beautiful. Any 
pious soul that takes a darshan of these cannot but 
have profound devotion aroused. On seeing the icon of 
Sri MoolaRama an Archaeological official has expressed 
his bewilderment at the meticulousness of its form, 
beauty and ancientness. 


Sri JagannathadasaRu in one of his kirthanas has 
narrated history of these Icons in the same chronology 
as has been done by Sri VadindrathirthaRu in “Sri 
Raghavendra-matha-gatharchagathi-krama”, a book 
authored by him. Sri VijayadasaRu has composed a 
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separate Suladi depicting the events leading to the 
possession of these icons. 


Chathurmukha Brahma rejoices in worshipping God in 
different ways. These icons were made by Viswakarma 
as ordained by Chathurmukha Brahma for the purpose 
of daily pooja. After worshipping them for a long time, 
Chathurmukha Brahma handed over to Jabalamuni for 
the benefit of the world. They were then worshipped by 
Lord Shiva and Parvathi, who handed them over to 
DakshaPrajeshwara. The Saint Saubhari worshipped 
these icons which once again reached to Sathyaloka. 


Vyvaswan then earned these icons through penance 
from whom they reached the hands of his son 
Vyvaswatha Manu. King Ikshvaku of Surya dynasty 
made these icons as his kuladevathas and worshipped 
them. His descendants’ in the dynasty, Mandhatha, 
Anaranya, Thrishanku, Harischandra, Sagara, 
Bhageeratha, Ambareesha, Diliipa and other emperors 
also worshipped these icons. Then the emperor 
Dasharatha worshipped them with great devotion. He 
named his eldest son Rama after the name of the icon 
which came to be known as “MoolaRama” from then 
onwards. 


Sri Rama, Sithadevi, Laxmana and Jambavantha 
worshipped the icons of Moola Sitha Rama. Then Lord 
Rama gave these vigrahs for worship to one 
Vedagarbha his devotee who was longing for darshan 
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of the Lord. After worshipping them for some years, 
Vedagarbha returned them to Sri Rama. Then for the 
period from Thretha-yuga to Dwapara-yuga, these 
Icons were worshipped by Hanumantha. When 
Bhimasena met Hanumantha in course of his search for 
Sougandhikapushpa, Hanumantha gave these icons to 
Bhimasena and advised him to continue them in his 
next incarnation as Sri Madhwa in Kaliyuga. 


Then Pandavas and all the rulers up to Kshemaka 
worshipped these divine icons before they reached the 
treasury of Gajapathi the Kalinga ruler. Thus, it is 
needless to say how immense the divine presence is in 
the icons worshipped by such great celestial souls. 


When the truth Widated Ulett HdHEI Ase] is 


analyzed, it is only appropriate to consider these icons 
as the real Lord keeping in mind particularly the fact 
that they were worshipped by none other than Laxmi 
and Narayana the supreme spirit of the universe, 
Brahma and by Vaayu in all his three incarnations. 


It can be so said here aleagad @ft:| as feragud Those 


who merely touch such sacred icons are the righteous 
and the virtuous. Puranas quote that the worshippers 
of these icons are above human and “Amshapurushas”. 
The very darshan of the aslant Lord Rama with 
drooping ears on a round base is magnificent, there is 
no doubt about just a darshan of a Lord purging us of 
the heap of our sins. 
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Only to worship this icon, Vyasamuni became 
Raghavendra, Vibhudhendra-Vijayeendra, Jithamitra- 
Sudheendra. In the opinion of the jnaanis anyone who 
worships this icon in Yathyasharma is certain to attain 
salvation. It can be definitely said that the Almighty 
has blessed this world with this icon for emancipation 
of his devotees in an age beset with sin. Sri Moola 
Rama even today has enshrined Sri Raghavendra 
Swamy Mutt, the original samsthana of SriMadAcharya. 


THE LEGACY... 


A list of deities/celestial personalities who worshiped 
Sri Moola Ramadevaru before Sri Madhvacharya... 


e Sri Brahma 

e Jabali Maharshi 
e Maha Rudra 

e Daksha Prajapati 
e Parvati 

e Saubhari Maharshi 
e Sri Brahma 

e Sri Brahma 

e Surya 

e Vaivasvata Manu 
e Ikshvaku 

e Mandhata 

e Trishankala 

e Avaranya 

e Harishchandra 
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e Aja 

e Dasharatha 

e Lord Sri Rama 

e Lakshmana 

e Grutsnamada 

e Hanuman 

e Bhimasena 

e Draupadi 

e Parikshit 

e Janamejaya 

e Kshemaka 

e Vishnuvarma 

e Vishnuvarma was the prime minister of 
Kshemaka. He gave these icons to Gajapati 
Dynasty of Orissa 


MAHABHISHEKA 


Abhishekha is a religious ceremony where an icon or 
idol is bathed in special liquids, to the accompaniment 
of religious hymns. This can be done with water, or 
milk or any combination. When performed with Milk, 
Curds (Yogurt), Ghee, Honey, Sugar, it acquires a 
special name and is called Panchaamruta abhisheka 
(panch -— five, amruta — nectar). 


Traditionally, the abhisheka of Moola Rama is 
performed only on two days in the calendar. The first is 
Chaitra Shuddha Navami (the ninth day in the bright 
half of the Hindu Lunar month of Chaitra), the day the 
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Lord incarnated as Rama, and the second is BalipAdya 
or Deepavali, which is celebrated on Kartika Shuddha 

Pratipath (the first day in the bright half of the Hindu 

lunar month of Kartika). 


These abhishekas are called as Rama Navami and 
Deepavali abhishekas respectively. Another simple 
abhisheka is done the day after Deepavali. This is 
called Mari (young) or Maru (repeat) abhisheka. 


As mentioned above, abhisheka for Moola Rama is 
performed only twice a year. Since this happens only 
once in six months, it is natural for a lot of pomp and 
glory to be associated with this event. However, this 
glory is something that needs to be experienced and 
cannot be explained by mere words. 


Sri Vaadiindra Theertharu composed several great 
works, being an aparoksha jnaani. One such work is 
called "raghavendra matha gathArchAgatikrama”". 
This work provides rich details of the idols worshipped 
in the parampare of Sri Rayaru. Naturally it provides a 
lot of details about Sri Moola Rama Devaru vigraha. 
This short work has 36 slokas. 


slokas 12 to 20 - details about the history of Moola 
rama Devaru icon - from Brahma till how it landed with 
Gajapati king from whom how SriNarahari Theertharu 
obtained it and brought it to Sri Madhwaru 


Sloka (21) - details of how Sri Madhwaru worshipped it 
for 80 days; 
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Sloka (22) - how Sri Padmanabha Theertharu and other 
great Yatis in lineage worshipped Sri Moola rama 
devaru. 


Relevant slokas are as follows... 


Je BDHAVEH YB, Geass Foose S Zecrno, voomdesaw 
VIE BD TomwoBwa, VebFSo DISwVeEVe | 


DBAeOo VOWSMEF BBS SeSayo VS || 12 II 
SomededhSe, MASGon- Dopoweaea BH | 
NOOR SSeaaDowee adve- drow Se 3 We |! 13 II 
NIG, OSB, OeIof- Hse Too Bodsease: | 
VIED BBIGZ Se SAeaosB,Srowyas || 14 || 
CoM ADOWMIE ASAIO ALO, LIIVDWIASE | 
ALTI, BOOWSSL DAMIAN es- Beahroaod Soo soar || 15 || 
We 8 DG, ASDesoe SWAG, JB Se | 

BNve, He NBoSse: GMLBALDOY DHS 11 16 II 
BIdSeBTods8 Dona aloe TwOabed: | 
SDowowye datnpyate) NSe, Sede HZ 0a¥ || 17 II 


JIVSIHBO BY SOGe GYAWMD WS | 
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BB depo AAT eanve Arovoo 23 wscse || 18 || 

BS: BS INMo G- MO dee duadwonras | 
VGVEVGEOe VSO Bos BHdebaroay || 19 II 
TBISY Wd wos DUBBVYVS.0b | 

BOD ID IVICA GoaweoeO ADNa): MocaeQahe BB? || 20 || 
VIEDLSa, 3 Soahewor- Hroewoadoerds.3 ANB: | 
OSevoo wW,0, dromgads- Heowooh, ¢ VHsv, abs || 21 11 
sobs somoTeDo- SA, Mosadoenayo | 

CbSov: Bowaroavo- Woworwe WDve HA || 22 || 

ft age sear gufta saad 


sal q wads Fat fayarorr | 
qGuulor canon acer Maat Ge Il 12 I 


asda fattrad- aera Se | 
fafiRearpduraredar- ART d TG: Il 13 I 


Poraaqurdl- Afdat arated: | 
He GIRUA TAAISACTHS: Il 14 I 


Teeasdarate waronersafaye | 
Yen oiadd Waleits- SAAR ot FARA UN 15 Il 
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Ud cqaMadl TATU fayar | 
CATA Wedd: PIAA Il 16 I 


UTaedued PUR Tea: | 
alae OTA TMeaqT AU TUS l 17 II 


fofraenttd ska bo facargard Fe | 
Bas ase areata fara | 18 I 


da: Upldttris- aati: | 
asd Fe awe Gas | 19 1 
UTA AM: WTATTAG | 
HMarits astao A: Worx eat tl 20 I 


sreafaeal a aal- Ararareael fase: | 
Odi MrdaRUur- Aras PAPA Il 21 I 


HATA M- TSIATHORETAT | 
ada: USaTaT- PARA PARIeT SA 1 22 I 


Sri MoolaRaama Devara Suladi 
(Sri Vijaya Dasaru) 
Qasov- 
BOD ANW0G AvzwwMWo0B BODowvs| 
DOHeoD BBA saod awdr| 
nog dees Aodaahg vs 383 


Abo aloeS BHAT Hoes Bood| 
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Bode Anvwo0B Acoe Bonds Ava)| 

BoB dod, Mand, IAioer Sayo| 
WOWHW DWoWoda) BIS 

WODKeAID MOeDOD RoHeHoBY D9,c)| 
SODHE GOL Covey, Sosy, WG| 

MWoOHde 3,;H0d S,SSeado 3.089) 

0,08 BAHodAA 0b QSoBd Sods Aredvor| 
QOGANAeSI WES, WOTWOOT| 

wOTED aheeloeom SoBos rineabr womwhSabe| 
WOM VoBOHda BBA JOA | 

HoBD BD DoS Dpohoor qQpevet | 

BOD AdW0B aol 

00D Tako DTodq, JDBobdHO Toad| 

308, Dod BASS, QoOYAwYGASoTAB||0|| 
“cE, Sov- 


Donvooh Gaved Don Goroedon| 
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BONS BSovo0s Vor DoAesetoew| 
oon A-wsx0r Bon Aesor6a)-| 
Bort DoBwon Yondhs Sodeoron does B-| 
BON SUSAIWS QOAS BWIdoS-| 
Son SHAD Sorvadyoesds eoao| 
BOMOoon Weneed S078 HA 
BOY woWabe NommGd wow-| 

gon yssso don doroead| 
eONWON HeeeHon dwBabeezo| 
Bora DQ Borde 2B wva||9|| 
-3,)8Sov- 

QoBMeesdos SA‘ Hodes, 3| 
VoBaed ON wah coayo| 

0B, Bs seoed Dodds Dawe Oevs| 
BOBHBS B08,H0B voeo| 


Sodnes EoWIs Fos, Heloesad| 
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3.088 BA Dvd Sodve| 

QA, BBaivay DoHdBO woad| 
NORMS DoeBddHhoh Sod Sod Bos] 
Bod & 35 dA, Soda DAS ID, Brode| 
BOOHD Id DodsaoB 2dA0d| 
0B D008 ed Gdaod0| 

WO SIDEZ.WVoW ago, Ta2oG| 
gJohySahboO dA BSods| 

WOODD AIDIHSOS DoOoadeve| 
DoGdaegose Moo Davo! 
DOGS ADAY ash SoBaHeY| 

Dom arwwHd Ses ASAB,Ge| 

BLOW DMWAID HYD wvaG,a| 
SOBA Uae AAT Bdad Brdad| 
AOWDoOOT aN, DIGANOHOBS e3-| 


DOD BoOWMdASoeo deSrawoee| 
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WoW Veh wos GSesodrw Dos 
030 wd aemOiw Som 2so-| 
803 BBaeA wBrtoaye| 

HOS 3HV3A a Sacarte| 

Bo0Os wBdos ASNude o¥| 
NoOdane BoS’S OMSoBs3| 

00D BIS Dao VW KATIA) enu-| 

BoB, ABadH3o Co) SWWUILSo]| a|| 
-0083 Sov- 

BS sesdcdow aGa00G | 

OB BsOri S8Hosod Gowsvoh| 

DBS SoaIWSoonBded Woevsnriayp| 
Wa Jor}, Bos aoe aeSrobo| 
OBNAN Sew 2Bd JwIB,GB| 

WS wed SG wed Dododed wrod 


VBNO AAO aloen Sorbaod| 
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ENBHBAD wos YHS 3,0074,3)| 

OANA Sx DIV DIORVeE| 

WPBa) AWGSYH HB0 reg] 

SBD Daioede BBF00M WHNAB| 
SBUTAMA Sa, Awad; odeodse| 
CANVYIEBS 3IBO SIS ||¥|| 

-30Sov- 

BAO Boda GB] SeadoGs GsevToakyo0c,| 
BH0B DI GHOGSG| DesdSov0S OF 69 WALD 
TMINSNOBY QoBBO0W DoD TwBws DoGB| 
Hes AWIZOrF w.OAOOD AS, G3NIB Do 
DBIIBB DB] SeDoOSdsSHo DGPowss 
VAIFOSS DID YHSITS DGB 

ated SeBddea cb omaXyad| 

WT Dova DB Boor Goedhsa DoGB| 


BIOBSGES DADO aod v| 
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3 NDVEY DGB VHI5)S Dooo| 
MAINVIA JBUdDoO Soa-| 

GED Tod Tod SS, SNobs Doos||93]| 
-33- 

BWNBeoBaAvANddo0B Aovnowesovrioow| 


Sddolovn dda Isoddegu ovayal|e|| 


[Vigraha of Sri MulaRama originally worshipped by Sri Chaturmukha 
Brahma, the Vigraha of Sri Digvijaya Rama, originally worshipped by Sri 
Madhvacharya, the Vigraha of Sri JayaRama, originally worshipped by 
Sri JayatirthaRu] 
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arinyd Se abrmgesobe choose dongs 
8e cepPdeommQaong abun Agen MOM esebria 
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